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PROVIDING THAT THE INTEREST OF THE UNITED 
STATES IN CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY SHALL BE CON- 
VEYED TO THE CITY OF NEWPORT, KY. 


OcroBER 19 (legislative day, OcroBER 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


ISSELL, from the Committee on Armed Services, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4928] 


The Committee on Armed Services, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4928) to provide that the interest of the United States in certain 
real property shall be conveyed to the city of Newport, Ky., having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommend that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 
The purpose of the bill is as indicated in its title. 
EXPLANATION OF THE BILL 


Under an act of Congress approved January 30, 1894, 7.55 acres of 
land comprising the site of the Old Newport Barracks were conveyed 
to the city of Newport, Ky., for public-park purposes. That law 
provided that title would re vert to the United States if the land were 
used for any purposes other than for a public park. 

The land is located at the confluence of the Lic king and Ohio Rivers. 
The city of Newport proposes to construct a municipal housing project 
on the land but is unable to do so in view of the restrictions on use of 
the property contained in the above-cited law. 

The enactment of the proposed legislation would not involve the 
expenditure of any Department of Defense funds. 





CONVEY INTEREST IN PROPERTY TO CITY OF NEWPORT, KY. 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT 


The bill has been coordinated among the departments and boards 
in the Department of Defense in accordance with procedure pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of Defense, and the Bureau of the Budget 
interposes no objection, as is evidenced by the letter of the Acting 
Secretary of the Army, addressed to the Chairman of the House 
Committee on Armed Services, which is hereto attached and made 
a part of this report. 

SEPTEMBER 4, 1951. 
Hon. Cart VINSON, 
Chairman, Ciommitiee on Armed Neé rvices, 
House of Re presentatives 

Drar Mr. Vinson: Reference is made to your request to the Secretary df De- 
fense for the views of the Department of Defense with respect to H. R. 4928, 
Kightv-second Congress, a bill to provide that the interest of the United States 
in certain real property shall be conveyed to the city of Newport, Ky. The Secre- 
tary of Defense has delegated to this Department the responsibility for expressing 
the views of the Department of Defense thereon. 

The Department of the Army, on behalf of the Department of Defense, has no 
objection to the above-mentioned bill subject to the modification set out below. 

The purpose of this bill is as indicated in its title. Under an act of Congress 
approved January 30, 1894 (28 Stat. 211), 7.55 acres of land comprising the site 
of the Old Newport Barracks were conveyed to the city of Newport, Ky., for 
public-park purposes. In that law provision is made for reversion to the United 
States of title to the land if it is used for any purposes other than for a public park. 
The land is located at the confluence of the Licking and Ohio Rivers. The city 
of Newport proposes to construct a municipal housing project on the land but is 
unable to do so in view of the restrictions on use of the property contained in the 
above-cited law 

Studies are under way in connection with reconstruction of dam 37 on the Ohio 
River The proposed new dam would raise the river stage at the mouth of the 
Licking River by 23 feet. In view of this, it is reeommended that the bill be modi- 
fied to require the city of Newport to waive any claims for damages which may 
arise by reason of the raising of the river stage to elevation 470, mean sea level. It 
would appear that this requirement would not interfere with the construction of 
the housing pro‘e*t since the maximum elevation of the proposed dam will be 464, 
mean sea level, and the housing project would be protected by the existing flood 
wall. ‘The foregoing recommendation can be effected by the addition of a section 2 
to the bill as follows: 

‘Sec. 2. The deed of conveyance from the Secretary of the Army shall provide, 
in such manner as he shall deem necessary to protect the interests of the United 
States, for waiver by the city of Newport of any claims for damages which have 
arisen or which may in the future arise because of river and harbor and flood- 
control activities of the Department of the Army.” 

Che enactment into law of this measure will not involve the expenditure of any 
Department of Defense funds. 

\ report on H. R. 4927 which is identical in purpose and generally similar in 
language has been coordinated among the departments and boards in the Depart- 
ment of Defense in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget advised that there was no objection to the submission 
of the report on H. R. 4927. 

Sincerely yours, 
ARCHIBALD 8S. ALEXANDER, 
Acting Secretary of the Army. 








